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century. The entry of Germany into Turkey and the Persian
Gulf, although ostensibly based on commercial ventures1 and
on concessions from the Porte to build a railroad through
Anatolia to the Persian Gulf,2 came to be regarded as
a greater threat than Russia to the status quo in those
areas which Great Britain had come to look upon as her
own special spheres. Lord Lansdowne's official statement of
policy was directed as much at Germany as at Russia,
although Germany chose to regard it as applicable only to
Russia.
Germany's early interest in Turkey had not been regarded
with alarm. The decision of 'Abdul Hamid, in 1899, to grant
the concession for a railroad to the Persian Gulf had been wel-
comed in England as a check to both Russian and French
1 Details cannot be given here of the activities of the firm of Wonckhaus in the
Persian Gulf, of the negotiations for the railroad concessions, of the political
significance attached to the railway project both in Germany and elsewhere, and
of the increase of German prestige and influence in Turkey generally   Of the
mass of literature existing on this whole subject, the following may be consulted:
The Times History of the World War, Vol. in, ch. hi; Report on the Condition and
Prospects of British Trade in Mesopotamia, Lloyd, George, 1908 (confidential).
Rohrbach, P , Die Bagdadbahn (Berlin,  1903); HelfTench, K., Die deutsche
Titrkenpohtik (Berlin, 1921); Schaefer, C. A., Die Entwicklung der Bagdadbahn"
politik (Weimar, 1916); Muller, K. H., DieBedeutung der Bagdadbahn (Hamburg,
1916); Cheradame, Andre", La Question d* Orient: la Macddome, le chemin defer
de Bagdad (Pans, 1903); also, The Baghdad Railway, Pro. C. Asian Soc,, 1911;
Lewm, Evans, The German Road to the East (New York, 1917); Earle, Edward M.,
Turkey, The Great Powers and the Bagdad Railway (New York, 1923).   See also
Lynch, H   F   B, 'The Bagdad Railway', Fortnightly Review, March, 1911;
Quarterly Review, October, 1917, pp. 491-528 (by Sir Alwyn Parker, Foreign
Office).
2 For texts of the concessions: Actes de la concession du chemin de fer Eski
Shehr-Koma (Constantinople, 1893); also, Report of the Anatolian Railway Com-
pany (1896), pp. 4, 9, preliminary concession, 1899; Young, G., Corps de droit
Ottoman, Vol. in, pp. 342-51; cf Report of the Anatolian Railway Company,
1902, p. 8; provisional convention, 1902: Lecoq, R., Un chemin de fer en Asie
Mmeure (Paris, 1907), appendix; definitive convention, March 5th, 1903: ParL
Papers, 1911 (Cd 5635), cm, I. This also contains the additional convention of
1908, as well as the Statutes of the Imperial Bagdad Railroad Company, Speci-
fications, the Loan Contract, First Series, 1903; Loan Contract, Second and
Third   Series,   1908; third and fourth additional conventions, March 2ist,
1911: troisieme convention additwnelle et quatrieme convention additionelle a la
convention du 5 Mars, 1903, relative au chemin defer de Bagdad (Constantinople,
1911).
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